English Grammar – Possessive ‘s’

In English, to show that somebody has possession of something, we use ’s after the person:
Portuguese					English
O livro do John.				John’s book.
O livro da Mary.				Mary’s book.
O livro do meu irmão.			My brother’s book.
O livro do John e Mary.			John and Mary’s book.

If there is more than one person, then we use only an apostrophe:
Portuguese					English
(A casa do meu irmão.			My brother’s house.)
A casa dos meus irmãos.			My brothers’ house.
As casas dos meus irmãos.		My brothers’ houses.
A casa dos meus pais.			My parents’ house.
A casa dos Simpsons.			The Simpsons’ house.

Similarly, if the name of the person ends in ‘s’, then again, we use only an apostrophe:
Portuguese					English
O livro do James.				James’ book.
O livro da Iris.				Iris’ book.

If we refer to the person using a description, the ‘s is used after the last word of the description:
Portuguese						English
Eu gosto do bigode do professor de história.	I like the history teacher’s moustache.
Essa é a bolsa da linda mulher australiana.	This is the pretty Australian lady’s bag.

Here are some more examples:
Eu gosto do carro da namorada do meu amigo. 	I like my friend's girlfriend's car.
Eu gosto do carro da amiga da minha namorada. 	I like my girlfriend's friend's car.
Ontem fui à sala do professor do meu filho. 		Yesterday I went to my son's teacher's room.
Eu a levei para a casa do pai da Maria. 			I took her to Maria's father's house.

We only use the possessive ‘s’ for people, not objects:
	Portuguese			English
	A cor do carro.		The colour of the car.
	A altura do prédio.		The height of the building.
	A largura do rio.		The width of the river.
Exercise. Translate to English:
1. Onde está o carro da Elizabeth?
_____________________________________________________________________
2. Eu gosto do cabelo do Robert.
_____________________________________________________________________
3. O tamanho do meu sapato é 40.
_____________________________________________________________________
4. Eu sempre limpo as roupas do meu filho.
_____________________________________________________________________
5. Eu perdi a caneta do Chris.
_____________________________________________________________________
6. Eu entendo as opiniões dos meus amigos.
_____________________________________________________________________
7. O que é a área da sua casa?
_____________________________________________________________________
8. Eu gosto da cor do cabelo do Robert.
_____________________________________________________________________
9. Ontem vi o cachorro da vizinha do meu pai.
_____________________________________________________________________
10. Ontem eu vi a esposa do professor do meu filho.
_____________________________________________________________________


More exercises:
	https://www.englisch-hilfen.de/en/exercises/nouns_articles/apostrophe_s4.htm
	https://www.englisch-hilfen.de/en/exercises/nouns_articles/apostrophe_s.htm
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